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You will appreciate the honesty and transparency with which Alex and
Angela share their experiences living as a biracial couple in America. The
USA'’s race relations problem isn’t a skin color issue, but rather a spiritual
battle between the powers of light and darkness in this world. This book is
a challenge to the Church to take the lead in setting the narrative for racial
reconciliation. Our God is in the reconciling business and this book will help
you see how you fit into His plan for racial reconciliation.

Pastor Herbert Cooper

Senior Pastor, People’s Church

Author of But God Changes Everything

‘Let’s Start Again” has been written by two very transparent people who live
in a real world. | have had the unique privilege of observing them throughout
their marriage in each of their pastoral assignments demonstrating the
principles and actions that they are proposing. As church leaders and
mentors with a very prominent public presence their voices speak with
authenticity. They share their stories of helping bring diverse groups
together to forge collaboration and establish racial reconciliation. This book
is not an ‘Idea of the Month.’ Rather, it allows the reader to have a glimpse
into the hearts and lives of Alex and Angela who believe very sincerely that
the Church can have a fresh beginning of orchestrating racial harmony.
They firmly believe and live by the conviction that ‘By this all men will
know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.’ (John 13:35 NIV)
They believe that God can and will use the Church to accomplish what is
desperately needed in our nation and around the world.

Robert H. Spence

President Emeritus, Evangel University

Let’s Start Again offers a Gospel-centered take on America’s current race
struggle. Alex and Angela will challenge you to reframe your thinking about
race relations as a spiritual battle rather than a man-to-man struggle. This
battle can only truly be won through the reconciling power of Jesus Christ.
You will come away from this book encouraged and ready to get in the fight!
Pastor Rich Wilkerson Sr.

Senior Pastor, Trinity Church Miami

I have had the pleasure of knowing Alex and Angela since they were
teenagers. | had the honor of officiating their wedding ceremony and knew
then that God had plans to use them and their story to bring healing to
hearts broken over the sin of racism. God has raised them up for such
a time as this. We can all learn something about God’s heart for racial
reconciliation from the pages of Let’s Start Again/

Reggie Dabbs

Motivational Speaker

Author of Reggie: You Can’t Change Your Past, But You Can Change
Your Future and Just Keep Breathing

The racial separation and sin in America just won’t seem to go away. Alex
and Angela Bryant struck a chord with nearly 40 million with their viral video
that cast the problem as something that can be overcome through love
and unity. They have done it again with this book. In it, they share many
personal experiences of living as a biracial family and offer valuable insights
and helpful information to assist churches and community groups find their
way through the sound bites that keep us divided. Let’s Start Again is not
theory but a spiritual journey that | am pleased to endorse.

Gary Grogan, aka Papa G

Legacy Pastor, Stone Creek Church, Urbana, IL

Alex and Angela Bryant have hit the hammer on the nail-head with Let’s
Start Again. They are saying the things that you might be thinking (but
have been afraid to say). Our country needs someone to address the race
relations problem in America in a way that is alignment with God'’s heart on
the matter. Let’s Start Again does just that.

Dr. Alton Garrison

Executive Director, Acts 2 Journey Initiative

When we first meet someone, we automatically notice their gender, ethnicity
and age. These distinguishing factors are the very things we are tempted to
discriminate on as well. Alex and Angela Bryant know firsthand the realities,
tension, and racial biases present in America. Their book is a practical and
powerful tool that will open eyes and hearts and will prayerfully start the
dialogue necessary to close the racial divide in our nation.

Bishop Walter Harvey

President, National Black Fellowship, Assemblies of God
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A BIRACIAL COUPLE'S VIEW ON

RACIAL IGNORANCE

RACIAL INSENSITIVITY

In July 2016, my family and | experienced something life-changing:
we posted a video on Facebook that went viral. To date, the video
has over 35 million views. Crazy! In addition, because of that video,
we received about 5000 messages from people around the country
and all over the world expressing how the video had touched their
hearts. We never would have imagined that our family, from a small
town in Missouri, would have touched the hearts of so many people.
| don’t consider myself a creative person, but that day | knew God
was speaking directly to my heart and that our family had to share
the message with the world. Here’s our story.

On July 7, 2016, Micah Xavier Johnson ambushed and fired upon
a group of police officers in Dallas, Texas, killing five officers and
injuring nine others. Reportedly, he was angry over police shooting
black men and stated that he wanted to kill white people, especially
white police officers. The shooting happened at the end of a
protest against the police killings of Alton Sterling in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, and Philando Castile from Falcon Heights, Minnesota,
which had occurred in the preceding days.! That was a Thursday
night. | remember hearing about these stories while | was out driving
Uber™. My wife initially called to tell me what had happened. Then,
as | picked up different riders throughout the night, | had a front row
seat to hear many different people, from all walks of life, voice their
thoughts on this incident. | found the perspectives of such dissimilar
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riders thought-provoking. The overwhelming consensus throughout
the evening was that this was a senseless act of violence. No police
officer should be targeted and murdered while trying to serve and
protect. However, one or two riders had a different perspective. They
felt the shootings were a natural consequence to the brutality that
police officers were displaying to the black community, almost as if to
say, “They had it coming!” This story was all over the radio and news.
While driving that night, | had plenty of time to reflect on this tragic
incident, and it weighed heavily on my heart.

The next morning, | had to take my oldest son to an appointment.
While he was inside receiving physical therapy for a sports injury, |
stayed in the car and scoured the internet for more information about
the shooting the night before. As | learned more, my heart became
more broken. | was extremely sad for the families of the fallen police
officers. Their loved ones were never coming home again. | thought
about my cousins who are police officers in lllinois. | remember
talking to the wife of my cousin, Guy, and she told me that every time
he put on his uniform and went to work, she was afraid he might not
come home. That is a heavy burden to bear.

| also thought about the city of Dallas. Any event like that would
divide the city for years, if not decades. The racial tension in America
was widespread at this time; | wasn’t sure Dallas was ready for what
could come next. | had been living in St. Louis during the Mike Brown
incident which transpired in the suburb of Ferguson, Missouri. | ran
an inner-city outreach ministry located just five miles from Ferguson.
| was sitting in my office when [ first heard about that police shooting
and was one of the pastors who was asked to come and help
intervene in an effort to keep peace on the streets of Ferguson. Days
after the incident, | actually visited the spot where Mike Brown took
his last breath. | met with police officers, protestors, and pastors
to discuss how we could all work together to make sure protests
remained peaceful. | visited the command center where the police
officers staged their operations and | met with Captain Ron Johnson
of the Missouri Highway Patrol who led the police response. | saw
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firsthand how emotions ran high and how those emotions impacted
the behavior of people (of all colors) toward others who didn’t look
like them.

My heart broke for our country. | kept asking myself, How did it come
to this? Many Americans realized that racial tension was high at
this time, and people put blame on different things: police brutality,
political rhetoric, the criminal justice system, inner-city crime, then
President Trump. As | sat in my car trying to figure out who | wanted
to put the blame on, the Lord spoke to me, showing me that no one
person was to blame. Rather, we are all to blame.

Our society has moved away from God’s commandment to love
one another, and as a result, we are experiencing an upswing in
quarreling and blaming one another. This has to change! We need to
start again and this time . . . let love lead the way.

At this point, allow me to rewind and let you in on how God had been
preparing me for that July day in 2016. You see, a few weeks prior,
my daughter had surgery to have her tonsils removed. Her recovery
process included watching the movie “Annie” at least a dozen times
(don’t hate . . . it’s actually a pretty good movie). Jamie Foxx can
saaang! Not sing, but saaang! He’s the kind of smooth brotha’ who
can not only act, but also captivate an audience by sitting down at a
piano and serenading a crowd. | loved the soundtrack from the movie
and listened to it on repeat for days. While | was in my car having
this moment with the Lord, a song from the movie “Annie” came to
mind. | played it. Then | played it again. Then | played it again. | sat
in my car, praying, listening to this song and thinking, as the tears
kept flowing. The lyrics of that song kept playing through my mind . . .

“l want to start again, so I'll look within
Remember when I'd want in?
‘Cause | don’t know who I've become
But I will trust in it. | will trust in it
But today, I've got to make,

L | LET’S START AGAIN

The best | can of it.
‘Cause yesterday is dead and gone
And me along with it
| want to start again.”

| began to wonder what it would look like if we, America, could all start
again. What kind of country would we have? What changes would
we make to right the wrongs of injustice, slavery and racism? What
would our country look like if Martin Luther King’s dream had come
to fruition? His dream of racial reconciliation. His dream of justice
and equality for all people. His dream of a united country where little
black boys and girls would hold hands with little white boys and girls.
Was any of this possible? | didn’t know then, and | still don’t. But, is it
worth dreaming about, of striving for? | say yes. | knew that in order
for any of this to come to pass, we would need God’s help.

My son Trey finished his appointment, and we headed home. The
whole time, | played this song on repeat and drove in silence while
tears ran down my face. Trey didn’t interrupt this moment with chatter.
He could tell that something was going on inside of me, and he was
sensitive to what he could see was happening. I’'m certain that God
spoke directly to that 15-year-old kid and told him to just be still.
When | look back on that ride home, I'm thankful to have witnessed
God bringing my son into the process with me.

When | arrived home, my wife, Angie, could tell something was on my
heart. | told her what | was thinking about and that | had a message |
had to write. She said she’d keep the kids out of my hair while | went
downstairs to focus and work on writing down what God was telling
me.

What happened next was as close to divine inspiration as | have ever
experienced. I'd written many sermons at this point in my life. Some
good, some not so good, and a few that | thought would have been
worthy of preaching to an audience with Jesus in it. But this was divine
inspiration like I'd never experienced it before. | grabbed a piece of
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paper and wrote a few simple phrases on the page. | was done in
ten minutes. The Lord gave me exactly what to say, and all | had to
do was write it down. | went back upstairs and shared with Ang what
| had written. | told her | was going to make a video with note cards
displaying the phrases | had written down. Then it got even cooler!
It was as though God gave her the plans for what was to happen
next. She had the rest of the details that would bring it all together,
choosing the colors we wore, writing the note cards, including our
kids, and the timing and staging of the video. Looking back, many
of those details were mentioned in emails we received from people
all over the country. As well, when we’ve had the chance to play the
video in front of a live audience, they inevitably show their emotion
as each child comes on the screen, ending with our youngest child,
Katie, who happens to be our only girl. We truly believe that all of this
was given to us by God and divinely used to relay a message He
wants us all to hear.

That message is what this book is all about. | was given a vision that
day for a new start. We believe God wants to use Christians to bring
about racial unity. We will expand on this thought later in the book.
In addition, He led us to the Scripture found in 1 John 1:5-7 (NIV):
“This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you:
God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. If we claim to have
fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not
live out the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son,
purifies us from all sin.”

When examining the context of this passage, it’s necessary to ask
who the author was talking to at the time and what he meant. Then
we should ask ourselves what it means for us today and how to apply
the lesson to our lives. This message was given to followers of Jesus
Christ-Christians. They were the ones who heard the messages
about Jesus and His extraordinary love. The biblical author wrote
this to Christians in the Early Church, and it still applies to us today.
This is a timeless message that we all need to declare. God is light.
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There is no darkness in Him at all. So, those of us who claim to be
Christians should live in the light. His light!

God is calling us to live as children of the light, and He gives us
ample instructions in the Book of Ephesians, chapters 4-6. This
passage of Scripture gives us instructions about how to think and
act. It includes instructions about speaking honestly and dealing with
anger, about showing kindness and being cordial. We are reminded
to be compassionate and to imitate God in the way we live our lives.
We are exhorted to live a life that displays wisdom and to make the
most of all opportunities we are given. When we make an effort to
live as children of the light; when we apply this principle from God’s
Word to the racial divide in our country, we will be the ones to usher
in racial unity in our country and around the world.

This message isn’t new, and we don’t claim to have dreamed it up.
We take God’s Word at face value and recognize that in presenting
this message, we can impact the world for God’s glory. We often
wonder why God chose to use us to spread this message to the world
— a biracial couple from a little town outside of Kansas City, Missouri.
People often ask if it was our goal to make a viral video. It wasn’t. We
just knew that the Lord spoke clearly to us and wanted to be obedient
by delivering the message He gave us. Many people find our story
fascinating and have asked to know more about us and about the
story of the video. In this book we will share many stories from our
personal experiences and offer our perspective on race, racism, and
race relations in our country. The goal is to be unified as Christian
brothers and sisters so that we can advance God’s kingdom, without
race issues distracting us, and share with the world that God loves
them and sent His Son, Jesus, to die for them.
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